CITY OF

G DE COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
prairie AGENDA
July 22, 2025
10:45 AM

Council Chambers, City Hall
ATTENDEES

Mayor J. Clayton, G. Berg, G. Blackmore, D. Bressey, M. O'Connor, K. O’Toole, W. Pilat, C. Thiessen

All City of Grande Prairie public meetings of Council are accessible to the public as a live stream broadcast

through our website at: Meeting Webcast | City of Grande Prairie (cityofgp.com)

1.  CALL TO ORDER
2.  REPORTS

2.1 AB Munis Resolution

3. INCAMERA

3.1 Access to Information Act Section 26 - Intergovernmental Relations

4. ADJOURN MEETING


https://www.cityofgp.com/city-government/council-meetings/meeting-webcast
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Midwifery as an Option of Care for All Albertans
Moved by: Village of Hussar
Seconded by: To be determined - received extension until July 17

WHEREAS Alberta has yet to provide client-centered access to midwifery care for all Albertans,
regardless of culture or region;

WHEREAS it is imperative that Albertans be informed of their options for midwifery?, its safety and
exceptional standards of care;

WHEREAS the tools used for predicting demand in Alberta are ineffective for quantifying overall
demand;

WHEREAS we must prioritize more courses of care, patient funding to follow the patient, and
increase hospital delivery access for midwives;

WHEREAS the current Alberta Midwifery Strategy does not prioritize provision for rural courses of
care, and funding following the patient for all Albertans to have their preference of provider or
provide incentives to retain midwives in Albertaz;

WHEREAS Alberta needs to prioritize funding more courses of midwifery care to benefit from tax
savings and midwifery care will help Alberta achieve world renowned total prenatal care; and

WHEREAS we need to allow midwives to adjust and choose how they deliver care to reduce burn out
of midwives (e.g., switch to daytime shifts, post-partum follow-ups, etc. when needed due to health or
age).

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to
develop a comprehensive midwifery strategy that focuses on retention, increased access province
wide, and funding that follows the patient for a more well-rounded course of care by giving midwives
more autonomy over the structure of midwifery care.

BACKGROUND:

Midwives provide holistic, person-centered care, emphasizing natural physiology and minimal
intervention. Midwifery care can help reduce the burden on hospital systems, particularly for normal,
low-risk pregnancies. In Alberta, midwives work collaboratively with other health providers and follow
the Canadian Midwifery Model of Care, which emphasizes continuity of care, informed choice, and
collaborative care. Providing full client-centered access to midwifery would:

1. Reduce costs in course of care.
2. Reduce unnecessary interventions leading to a cascade of unnecessary interventions, with
the potential to reduce poor outcomes for both patients.

1 Alberta Health Services’ description of midwife services
2 Health Sciences Association | Recruitment and Retention Initiatives Extended
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3. Reduce the number of patients necessitating hospital beds, leading to less pressure on
labour and delivery wards; more individualized care; reduce travel distance for patients to
appointments or delivery.

4. Reduce the demand for ambulance transports from rural areas.

5. Create more business opportunities in both urban and rural municipalities for midwifery
clinics, birthing centres, and mobile midwifery clinics.

6. Allow Obstetricians and Gynecologists to focus more on emergent or urgent care cases.

Alberta’s current Midwifery Strategy acknowledges that access to midwifery services are limited in
rural and remote communities but does not define initiatives for how that will be overcome.

On June 18, 2025, the World Health Organization called for global expansion of midwifery models of
care.

In Alberta, all midwives must have delivery privileges through a hospital with a delivery unit. This can
present a barrier for a midwife to open a clinic if approval is not granted by the hospital thereby,
limiting expansion of the service in the region.

Providing midwifery as an option of care for all Albertans is important because it will improve
healthcare by reducing the workload of obstetrical care physicians and nurses, which will also help
reduce costs on the healthcare system. Ensuring Midwives can be accessed by all Albertans will help
improve the viability and sustainability of our rural communities.

Courses of client care funding should follow the patient to the provider with the funding directed to
the patient’s choosing (e.g. midwifery). The benefit to the Province would be higher cost savings, as
more patients choose to access midwifery as their primary course of care.

Albertans must be informed and aware of midwifery as a safe option with hospital delivery possible
and the demand exceeding midwifery courses of care. Alberta must increase data capture to show
the demand of all Albertans seeking midwifery care by including those within one of the qualifying
factors (region, urban, within service distance of midwives, within the first weeks of pregnancy).
Currently those applying are only patients who know that they can qualify. Anyone outside of the
parameters or that is unaware of midwifery as an option, are not being captured.

Alberta currently funds education of midwives who then leave the province due to financial
incentives and career or independent business opportunities. Alberta should consider creating a
world-renowned midwifery care system that is client-centered and available to all Albertans by
expanding Alberta’s midwifery programs.

ALBERTA MUNICIPALITIES COMMENTS:

Alberta Municipalities does not currently have a position on this specific issue. If this resolution is
approved, it will be forwarded to the Government of Alberta for response. Further advocacy will be
determined by ABmunis’ Board based on input from ABmunis’ relevant policy committee within the
context of ABmunis’ priorities and positions.
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RESOLUTION CONTACT:
Prior to the vote at ABmunis’ Convention, any questions about this resolution may be directed to:
Name
Title
Village of Hussar
Email
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